Even if we view nature as one vast field of battle where force strives for mastery over force and one species of animal holds deadly enmity with another, to the end that the strongest and worthiest shall prevail, and that the need of struggle and defence shall develop strength and virtue, there still remains a very considerable residue of unexplained annoyance in the shape of organisms which seem to have been created solely for the purpose of irritating. To this category belongs the whole tribe of parasites which seem to reverse the law of creation, that the stronger shall prey and subsist upon the weaker, and constitute another and contrary law that the weaker shall prey and subsist upon the stronger. In this case the benefit seems to be entirely on the side of the weaker, and the only argument for the existence of parasites is that they may do good by removing or utilizing material which their host does not require, or which may be positively harmful to him; unless the arrangement still ministers to the great law of the survival of the fittest by handing over to the tender mercies of the parasite subjects of weak power of resistance which have been spared by superior agents of destruction. The matter cannot obviously rest in its present aspect. It must be subjected to the strictest verification and proof by observation, and, if possible, experiment. All the materials wanted to prove it are a chylurous patient, a number of mosquitos,, a net curtain, a basin of water, a microscope and a competent observer. The details of the process of observation we need not particularise ; but, whether by designed experiment or systematic observation, the subject must now be worked out, and we shall probably ere very long hear more about it.
